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Evidenee Lacking
In Bombing at -

-

Beirut Kmbassy

By Michael Getler -

Washingion Post Stafr Welter

White House, intelligence and Pentagon officials say"

_they still do not know who carried out the terrorist bomb’

attgck on the US. Embassy in Beirut on April 18 in
which 63 people, including 17 Americans, were killed.

De_spile some recently broadcast and published reports
of evidence linking the bombing to the government of

Iran, senior officials here say there is not enough hard
evidence at this time “to point the finger at anyone.”

“The agencies are still sifting through a lot of intelli-
gence, and haven't vet reached any firm conclusions as to
who was responsible” said one senior intelligence official.

A well-placed White House official echoed that assess-

“ment. Both officials, and others interviewed, emphasized

that t-hey were not ruling out Iranian invelvement in the
bombing. Rather, they were saving, as the White House

© official put it, “that we don’t know precisely. We don’t )

have en_ough information to make that charge. .
Officials say the Iranians Temain the most plausible

* suspects, and that in the aftermath of the disaster there’,

was a “considerable desire” by some, as one source put it,
to blame Iran: But there are other suspects, including
Libya and Syria aqd groups of Lebanese and Iraqis who

Immediately after the bombing a little-known terrorist
group calling itself the Islamic Jikad, or Holy War,
claimed responsibility in telephone calls to some news |
organizations in Beirut and said the attack was part of _
the Tranian revolution acainst imperialism. But other -
news organizations got calls from other groups claiming :
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¥ ' The CBS report has caused considerable concern with-
i

.On May 10, columnist Jack Anderson reported that
U.S. intelligence had pickedupWarnings a month in ad-
vance, in electronic intercepticns, that a pro-Iranian Shi-
ite Moslem group loyal to Avatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
was planning to homb the embassy and that the scheme
was supervised from \he Tranian Foreign Ministry.

On May 16, CBS Yelevision news reported that U.S.
intelligence “has evidince linking the government of
Iran” to the bombing. AR :

. CBS szid one intercepted cable from the Iranian For-
eign Ministry to the Iraniap Embassy in Damascus, Syr-
fa, approved a $25,000 payment for a terrorist attack on
an updentified installation in-Beirut. Another cable re-
portedly paved the way for pascage of 12 Iranians
through Damascus to Beirut. CBS also reported that
these seme 12 lranians then reappeared-dn Damascus

ceveral hours after the attack, just long enough to have -

made the drive between the two cities.
Yesterday, Iran's official news agency branded as
allegations that it was involved in the bombing.

in the government because it deals with the sensitive

content of intercepted cables. Pentagon sources say an Iy

investigation has been launched by the CIA and the Na-
tional Security Agency, the agency that handles electron-

“* jc eavesdropping.
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"firm that there w os intercepted. and they sucgest

that one of them did involve a payment for a would-b
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White House official said. ¢ - -
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[ere was no such confirmation 23 to the dozen Iran-

sased through Damnascus. All of-

jans who supposedly

| ficials interviewed said they had not seen reports of 12
©_individuals reappearing in Damascus after the attack.

A White House official said that the information upon

" which the broadcast report was hased “wes ot accurate

|enough or substantial enough to make that charge” about
'evidence linking the action to Iran. Officials described
the report as “partially accurate, partially inaccurate and

© partially distorted.” .
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